
Faculty Council Meeting Minutes 
January 16, 2013, 2PM 
In attendance:  Sheri Young (Vice Chair), Karen Gygli (Secretary), Tom Hayes, Tom Short, 
Dwight Hahn, William N. Bockanic, Barbara D’Ambrosia, Sheila McGinn, Marc 
Kirschenbaum, Roy Day, Cindy Lenox, Leslie Curtis, Michael Eng, Rick Grenci, Mariah 
Webinger, Abdul Imam, Ryan Allen, David Shutkin, Carrie Buchanan, Dianna Taylor, Ann 
Kugler (Chair).   

 
I.  Chair Announcements:   

 Council members are urged to attend the open hearings on the proposed new 
university core structure.   

 The faculty-approved Handbook changes concerning faculty benefits will be sent 
to the Board of Directors meeting in March for discussion and approval, along 
with all pertinent documents. 

 
II.  Items of Business: 

 Attendance Policy for Faculty Council Members:   
o Background:  Since the Fall of 2011, an attendance policy has been in 

place for Faculty Council members.  Two absences are without penalty, 
but upon the third absence within one academic year from a General 
Faculty or Faculty Council meeting, that Faculty Council member will be 
ejected and a new election held.  This policy was approved by a majority 
of Faculty Council members in order to have sufficient members in 
attendance for a quorum, so that business could be conducted and votes 
held.   

o Present issue:  Are all members aware of this policy?  Where should it be 
posted so that all members and potential members can review it?  When 
should it be announced so that all who run for Faculty Council are aware 
of their responsibilities?  Are all members still okay with this policy? 

o Discussion:  The Chair asked that there be a vote of Faculty Council for 
continuing this policy, posting it on the Faculty Council website, the 
Faculty Council Constitution and in all calls for faculty to run for Faculty 
Council.  She clarified that no absences are excused, even illness, since in 
those cases too, a section of the faculty are not being represented.  Some 
found the “three absences and you are out” rule insulting and questioned 
if it were legal.  It was argued that it was especially important that 
departments not schedule meetings during the Wednesday at 2PM 
timeslot, especially for untenured Faculty Council members who might 
feel pressured to skip a Faculty Council meeting in that situation.  The 
Council was reassured that there is a provision for faculty ejected from 
Council for excessive absences to run again and be reelected.  No one is 
permanently ejected from serving.  All chairs and deans will be asked not 
to schedule meetings at that time.   



 Motion:  Sheila McGinn moved that the current Faculty Council absentee policy 
be reaffirmed and that departments, schools and programs be asked not 
schedule meetings on Wednesdays at 2PM.  Dwight Hahn added to the motion 
that the attendance policy be appended to the Faculty Council constitution.  
Abdul Imam further added to the motion that the attendance policy be 
publicized in all the ways already listed:  by website, in calls for election 
candidates, etc.  Marc Kirschenbaum  seconded the amended motion.  The vote 
was 13 for, 7 against and 1 abstention.  The motion carried.   

 
Members were asked to send the Chair any items for the January 31 General Faculty 
Meeting agenda.    One item for business will be a call for candidates for vacancies.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 2:30PM.   Immediately following the meeting, an open 
discussion of the proposed core curriculum was held.   
 
Minutes prepared by Karen Gygli, Faculty Council Secretary. 


