
 

 

Letter in support of the Theatre Minor 

Last year, I asked the Communication and Theatre Arts Department to begin a review of their 

curriculum.  Dr. Beadle along with the department developed a 2-year plan.  The first year of the plan 

included a review of the curriculum and resulted in the development of tracks with courses that already 

existed. The tracks make the areas of focus in the department more visible to students.   

Another result of this analysis was the Theatre minor. This minor is a "formalization" of the fact that 

current students can now focus the Communication Minor toward theatre; this formalization makes 

theatre more visible. The department was unanimous in their vote to create the theatre minor. 

The courses are in the bulletin; faculty, facilities and a budget are already in place.   Similar programs 

already exist at Cleveland State, Baldwin Wallace, Hiram, Xavier, and Fordham.  The proposed theatre 

minor is consistent with these others in terms of the types of classes required and the number of credits 

required (18-21 credits or 7-8 courses). 

The second year of the departmental plan is to develop a department wide assessment plan for the 

newly named tracks. The department has met once already to begin the process of developing a 

department wide assessment plan, which includes the theatre minor. The department goal is to have 

the assessment plan finalized during spring semester. 

A theatre minor educates the whole person.  Theatre Studies includes not only techniques associated 

with performance, but also an examination of social and historical context, training in critical reception, 

and a greater sensitivity to cultural difference.  Because it exposes students to issues of aesthetics and 

semiotics theatre studies is beneficial to students of all majors.  The Jesuit history of education has 

always included a performance element along with rigorous academic work, both of which are part of 

this minor. The minor helps support the expanding fine arts course offerings, and for this reason, I am 

especially supportive of this minor. 

I believe that the theatre minor will not only bring visibility to the theatre program, it will help attract 

more students to John Carroll.  Many students select colleges not only for majors but also for courses 

that build on their personal interests and give them an opportunity to grow creatively.  

Thank you for considering this recommendation.  I am grateful to the Department of Communications 

for working to provide this valuable opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Colleran, Dean, Cas 

  



 


