
 1 

Committee on Academic Policies Annual Report,  
Academic Year 2008-2009  
  
Prepared by Paul Lauritzen, CAP Chair  
  
For JCU Faculty Council  
  
  
  
CAP Members 2008-09:  
Barbara D’Ambrosia (MT)  
Kathy Gatto (CMLC)  
Penny Harris (SC)  
Gwen Kinnebrew (BL)  
Kathleen Manning (ED)  
Andy Welki (EC)  
Paul Lauritzen (RL) 
  
  
  
CAP’s work for academic year 2008-09 fell roughly into three areas:  
 
 

1.    Request from Core Curriculum Committee to solicit input from faculty on 
granting core credit for online courses. 

 
2.    Review of proposals for new programs and minors. 

 
 

3.   Request that CAP conduct open hearing on proposals to revise FYS in light of 
budget situation on campus. 

 
 
 
Area 1.  CAP worked with department chairs and the core committee to solicit input from 
faculty on granting core credit to courses taught online.  We asked chairs to raise this 
issue at a department meeting and then to report to both CAP and Core Committee on 
their findings. CAP members attended a regularly scheduled meeting of the Dean of Arts 
and Sciences with the department chairs to hear feedback from departments on this issue.  
Core Committee members also attended this meeting. 
 
Area 2.  Because many concentrations were considering seeking minor status during this 
academic year, CAP worked with academic administration to construct a protocol for 
requests for minor status.  This is effectively a template for concentrations seeking minor 
status.  It may be used as well for new programs seeking initial recognition in the 
curriculum.  For existing concentrations seeking a change of status to a minor, CAP 
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sought and received from Council permission to use an expedited review process.  Under 
this process, CAP recommended granting minor status to East Asian Studies and Modern 
European Studies and both were approved for minor status by a vote of the faculty.  The 
Catholic Studies concentration was also reviewed under this expedited process and will 
be voted on in the fall semester 2009.  Under the regular process of review, CAP 
recommended both a new minor in Entrepreneurship and a Post-Baccalaureate, Pre-
Medical Studies Program.  Both were approved by a vote of the faculty. 
 
Area 3.  CAP conducted open hearings on proposals for revising FYS that would help 
ease the budgetary situation of the University.  A summary of these hearings was sent to 
Faculty Council chair, Matt Berg, to help in Faculty deliberations on budget issues. 
 
 
 
 

  


